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2012!  

Well, we are definitely into the year 2012.  And with this 

year there are the predictions coming along.  They say: 

    ―There are signs of the end of the world!‖ 

    ―The Mayan Calendar ends this year!‖ 

    ―Nostradamus predicted ________ ! It’s all there in  

     code!‖ 

    ―There’s a movie called 2012, and you know what it  

     predicts?!‖ 

I collect books that tell when the world will end.  It’s 

surprising how absolutely certain people are of their pre-

dictions.  In my library I have these: 

    ―88 Reasons Why Jesus Will Return in 1988‖ 

    ―89 Reasons Why Jesus Will Return in 1989‖ 

 (Both of those predicted a September return.) 

    ―1994‖ by Harold Camping.  (Again, a September re-

turn, but he had the exact time of day sorted out.  When it 

didn’t happen he declared that the Church was no longer 

the place you could find salvation and said everyone 

should leave the church and follow him.  I still haven’t 

figured out how you get from the one to the other.) 

    (By the way, yes it’s the same Harold Camping who 

predicted the end of the world in May, 2011 and again in 

October, 2011; who now says he apparently is not that 

good of a prophet.) 

    ―Things to Come‖ where J Dwight Pentecost ―proves‖ 

that the parables of Jesus are actually also a timetable and 

Daniel gives numbers that will tell the time of the end of 

the world if you can decode them. 

    ―Things to Come and Things Not to Come‖ (I love the 

title!) sorting out things the Bible does not say. 

Should We Panic? 

This is the strangest part of the whole business of predict-

ing the end of the world.  Book after book comes along.  

They stir people up, saying things like: 

    ―The world is ending so invest in gold!‖ (Hunh?) 

    ―The conflict in ________ is the beginning of the final 

war, so Christians should save up food and think about 

getting a gun.‖  

2012!  2012!  2012! 

Times and Seasons 

    ―The conflict in ________ is the beginning of the final 

war, so Christians should save up food and think about 

getting a gun.‖  (Preserve your worldly goods because the 

world is ending??) 

    ―The best Christians will be carried away into heaven 

and will not face suffering for the name of Jesus.‖ (Read 

Acts 5:41 to see how backwards that is.) 

    Back at the end of 1999 we heard about a number of 

christians in our area who pulled large amounts of money 

out of their savings and partied because they expected the 

world to end at the change of the millennium.  (What 

were their hearts set on?) 

There really are some strange reactions to the idea of 

Jesus returning. 

What did Jesus say?  ―When these things begin to take 

place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your re-

demption is drawing near.‖ (Luke 21:28 NIV) 

This is very different from what the TV Preachers say!  

Christians look at the future with hope (Jesus is coming 

back) with joy (we will live forever!) and with boldness! 

We know that Jesus is in charge.  He is doing His work, 

building His kingdom, calling millions of souls to faith 

every year.  It is His plan that His kingdom will include 

every tribe, people, nation and language.  As we see the 

Gospel spreading we say ―This is the Lord’s doing and it 

is marvelous in our eyes!‖ (Psalm 118:23) 

The Sign of the End 

Instead of listening to TV Preachers talk about ―wars, 

rumors of war, disease, pestilence, earthquakes, famine 

and the rise of forces of evil‖ – we would do a lot better 

to listen to Jesus in Matthew 24. 

―This must take place but the end is not yet . . . all these 

are but the beginning of the birth pains.‖ (vv. 6-8) 

In Mt. 24:14 Jesus tells us the one sign of the end.  

“And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed 

throughout the whole world as a testimony to all 

nations, and then the end will come.” 
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St. John Lutheran Church Voters Meeting 

November 20, 2011 
 

The November Voters Meeting was called to order by Congregation Vice Chairman Dave Rowold. There with 42 

members present. 
 

Pastor Ill gave a devotion from Psalm 127 and an opening prayer 
 

The minutes fo the regular September meeting and special October meeting were reviewed 
 

Ron Wiebusch moved to approve the presented minutes for both meetings, Carrie Ill seconded.  Motion carried via 

voice vote. 
 

Transfers in:  Ralph Granger, Delphine Girard 

Transfers Out: Daniel Thelemann II 

Released: None 

Baptisms:  David Charles August Downey III, Josie Lyn Gaertner, Ryland Lee Gilbert 

Deaths:  Hilmer Ebers, June Stellhorn, Sam Korando, William Downey, Tucker Search 
 

Committee Reports: 
 

Board of Elders:  Daryl Kahre 
 

The board has formed a worship sub-committee of Daryl Kahre, Ted Mueller, Dr. Allan Liefer, and Dr. Steve Platt 

to investigate alternate services.  The board is working on an annual review process for employees that report to the 

board.  Pastor Ill has taken pastoral responsibility for the Youth Group.  The board has also received a report on 

demographic information from the District.  The report is available for review in the church office. 
 

Board of Stewardship Report: Charlie Mattingly 
 

The board has drafted a letter to the Board of Elders concerning contemporary worship.  They also are working on 

how to contact the inactive members in a caring way.  The time and talent sheets are being reviewed for volunteers 

who will be invited to the next board meeting. 
 

There is now an electronic copy of the constitution that matches.  The next step is to incorporate the amendments. 
 

Board of Trustees: Stan Gaertner 

 

The Parish Hall AC project is complete.  The final bill was $65,691.83.  The windows in the school and church 

have been fixed, but the bill hasn’t come in on them yet.  The line of credit at Buena Vista has had it’s interest rate 

dropped from 4% to 3.1%.  A line of credit was also started at Chester National with an initial limit of $50,000. 

This is a much more joyful way of looking at the future.  It keeps us looking at what Jesus is doing, not what the 

enemy is doing.  And isn’t that the way we are supposed to look at things?  Isn’t that the way we are called to live?  

And Jesus really is in charge.  So that is the way things really are! 

When we put our eyes on what Jesus tells us He is doing; we begin to feel differently about the future.  We end 

up with a different attitude . . .  

Our Attitude 

Actually our attitude is something the world does not understand.  They who have their hearts set on the things of 

this world cannot understand how we feel about this. 

As Christians we agree with Peter.  We ―look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.‖ (2 Peter 3:12 NIV)  

We want to see Jesus return.  (“Amen!  Come, Lord Jesus!”)  We push for the end of this world as we share the 

Gospel. 

We look for the glorious day when we will see Jesus face to face. 

What is our message when so many are predicting apocalyptic times this year?  Here it is: 

Live this year with boldness and joy as a Christian who has been redeemed by Jesus and given amazing 

promises for the future.  Read your Bible, pray, sing His praises and tell your neighbor. 

See you in Church and Sunday School. 

Pastor Mark 
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The finance committee has received presentations on the churches investments from Randy Campbell from Thrivent 

and Aaron Tretter from Edward Jones.  Their next meeting is in January. 

 

Board of Education: Bryan Wagner   

 

School Mall has brought in approximately $1400 so far this year.  There was only one application for the administra-

tive aide position.  An interview was conducted and Chris Urquhart was hired to fill the position.  The board has 

been working through tuition assistance requests and is forming a committee to review the confirmation curriculum. 

 

Treasurers’ Report:  Paul Stallman 

 

Paul reported that giving was up a little over last year.  He also pointed to a change in the long-term assets page.   
 

The church also hasn’t received anything from the health care tax rebate for 2010.  The rebate is available again for 

2011 and said that this would be a good volunteer opportunity if anyone wanted to take it on. 

 

Youth Report:  Pastor Ill 

 

Pastor Ill reported that several went to the district lock-in and that the Advent dinners and Santa’s cottage were just 

around the corner. 

 

Cemetery Report:   

 

No report 

 

Pastor’s Report:   

 

Willig 

 

Pastor Willig reported that the Advent services will be surrounding the theme of Children of Promise.  He also re-

ported that a new Adult class was forming. 

 

Ill 

 

Pastor Ill pointed out that there was no 7:45 service on Christmas morning and reminded those in attendance that the 

Christmas decorations would go up next week. 

 

 

Old Business 

 

The Braille center has moved and currently has four work groups.  A fifth group is starting to form and will start 

working as soon as it is formed.  There are two additional groups forming that are looking at starting work after the 

first of the year. 

 

New Business 

 

Bob Owen moved that the long range goals be addressed by each board and the pastoral staff in voter’s assembly 

meetings going forward.  Mike Welge seconded. 

 

Motion carried via voice vote. 

 

Paul Stallman walked through the budget for the coming year.  As a note, the budget for ―2012‖ only goes until July 

30 so that the church will get back to a school year budgeting cycle.  Don Stallman moved to approve the budget as 

presented with a second from Mike McClure. 
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Motion carried via voice vote. 

 

Ryan Petrowske had contacted Nancy Schilling about the emergency plan for Randolph County to see if the Parish 

Hall was a part of the plan.   She responded that it wasn’t. 

 

Brenda Owen moved that the Parish Hall be included in that plan.  Paul Stallman seconded. 

 

Motion carried via voice vote. 

 

Imogene McDonough presented the report from the auditing committee.  Randy Campbell made a motion to accept 

the report with a second from Mary Stallman.  Motion carried via voice vote. 

 

Paul Stallman moved to put a log in the sacristy to track who takes the deposit to the bank.  John Liefer seconded.  

Motion carried via voice vote. 
 

As there was no further business for the assembly, Carrie Ill made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Louise Liefer.  Motion car-

ried via voice vote. 

 

Pastor Willig lead the responsive reading of Psalm 150 and closed with prayer. 

ST. LOUIS—The Bach at the Sem  concert series will return for two concerts in the remainder of the academic year 

in spring 2012. The series had been put on hold due to the passing of its beloved conductor and music director, Rev. 

Robert Bergt. 

  

The first concert will be held on February 12, 2012, at 3:00 p.m. It will feature organist Dennis Bergin playing works 

by J.S. Bach and his own  composition ―The Last Enemy.‖ The American Kantorei will perform Bach’s Motet III, 

Jesu Meine Freude, and motets by Heinrich Schütz. 

  

The second concert will be held on April 22, 2012, at 3:00 p.m. The American Kantorei will present three cantatas 

by J.S. Bach: Der Himmel lacht!, Die Erde jubilieret; and Bleib bei uns, denn es will Abend warden. They will also 

perform Lobe den Herren den maechtigen Koenigen der Ehren.  

  

Jeral Becker will serve as interim conductor and music director. Becker previously served as assistant conductor un-

der Bergt.  

  

Both concerts will be held in the Chapel of St. Timothy and St. Titus on the Concordia Seminary campus. They are 

open to the public and free of charge. Free will offerings will be taken in support of the concert series. 

  

The American Kantorei is a choral and orchestral ensemble dedicated to the performance of church music from the 

Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, and Neoclassical periods. The works of J.S. Bach form the core of its repertoire.  

  

Future concerts will be determined and announced at a later date. For more information, please contact Marla 

Brewer, senior administrative assistant to the dean of the chapel, at 314-505-7009 or brewerm@csl.edu. 

B A C H  A T  T H E  S E M  T O  H O L D  T W O  C O N C E R T S  I N  

S P R I N G  2 0 1 2  

The Auction Committee met recently to discuss the disbursement of funds from the Ninth Annual Fall Dinner Auction.  Ap-

proximately $37,000 was designated for various projects.  The most pressing need was to pay off the remaining debt of 

$12,350 and change on the parish hall air conditioning project. $3000 was designated for the networking of the school, 

$5,000 was designated for replacing one of the two hot water heaters in the parish hall, $3000 was designated to replace 

parish hall table and chairs, $5,000 was designated to repair (remodel) the restrooms in the school basement and $5000 

for the restrooms in the parish hall. $100 was set aside for the use of cafeteria and supplies, and $3500 was given to the 

New Facility Fund. 

A u c t i o n  

mailto:brewerm@csl.edu
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S t .  J o h n  2 0 1 2  V o l l e y b a l l  S c h e d u l e  

January 31 6:00 p.m.  Evansville   Home 

February 2 6:00 p.m.  St. Maryõs   Away 

February 3 & 4    Prairie Du Rocher Tournament 

February 7 4:30 p.m. Coulterville   Away 

February 9 6:00 p.m.  Red Bud Lutheran  Away 

February 10 & 11  St. Maryõs A Team Tournament 

February 14 6:00 p.m.  Red Bud Catholic  Home 

February 16 6:00 p.m. Prairie Du Rocher Home 

February 21 6:00 p.m. Trinity Prairie  Home 

February 23 6:00 p.m. St. Marks  Home 

February 24 & 25  St. John A Team Tournament 

February 28 5:00 p.m.  Steeleville Public  Away 

March 5-?   OVC Tournament at St. John 

March 10   St. Maryõs C Team Tournament 

This year, during Lent, we will be hearing about Godõs gift of forgiveness.  This sermon series will go through the 

penitential psalms, as we admit our sinfulness to God.  But this sinfulness isnõt a hopeless situation ð we con-

fess our sins with full confidence and faith in Godõs mercy of forgiveness.  Along with our focus on these psalms 

that serve as confessions, we will also make use of the historical practice of emphasizing the catechism during 

Lent.  At each of our midweek services, we will read a portion of the catechism together.  Especially we will con-

sider the portions on baptism and confession and forgiveness.  We look forward to seeing you at our Lenten ser-

vices! Devotional books will be available in the Narthex starting February 11. 

 

February 22, 2012 Ash Wednesday òSave Me Because of Your Unfailing Loveó (Psalm 6) 

February 29, 2012 Midweek of Lent I òHiding From God or Hiding in God?ó (Psalm 32) 

March 7, 2012 Midweek of Lent II ôMake Haste to Help Meó (Psalm 38) 

March 14, 2012 Midweek of Lent III òAgainst You and For Meó (Psalm 51) 

March 21, 2012 Midweek of Lent IV òBut You, O Lord, Are Enthroned Foreveró (Psalm 102) 

March 28, 2012 Midweek of Lent V òTeach Me Your Will, For You Are My Godó (Psalm 143) 

April 5, 2012 Maundy Thursday òDeliveredó (Psalm 116:1-19) 

April 6, 2012  Good Friday òDivine Forgetfulnessó (Psalm 130:1-8) 

L e n t  

Hey teens!  You gotta check out this next line up of Bible Studies:   February 5, Dori Smith will lead a lesson based on 

the movie "2012" and the theory that the world will end this year.    
     February 12, Kaela Powley will help us explore texting, the 2nd Commandment, and learn ways to truly honor 

God's name.   
     Have you seen the movie, "Planes, Trains, and Automobiles?"  Using this movie as a starter on February 19, Tim 

Lochhead will discuss how we get so caught up in the day-to-day issues in our lives that we forget to give God 

thanks for our many blessings.   
     Gary Duensing calls his lesson on February 26, "Some of the Smelly Things in the Bible." He is providing snacks 

of cow patties, twisted intestines, animal droppings.   Concerned???  The class will meet from 9-9:45 a.m. on Sundays 
in the 8th grade room.   Starting February 12 the Youth Bible Study will meet in the 7th grade room.   There will be 

signs to notify the changes.  Bring someone new or be that someone new! You won't be disappointed!   

T e e n  B i b l e  S t u d y  
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We have all seen it:  The parent in the check out line at Wal Mart gives in to the demands of the child whining for 

the candy bar in his sight.  Maybe the parent initially said, "No," but the child knows how to get his way. 

     Maybe you can relate to the parent of the teen who says, "Everybody will be there, Mom!  Don't you trust me?" 

     Maybe you are the teacher who spends 80% of your time trying to get the students to pay attention and only 

20% teaching. 

     Do you feel like you are a nonstop entertainment committee for your kids?   

     Parents, wondering how to insist on courteous and responsible behavior in your family? 

     These topics and more will be discussed in the parenting class to be held during the Sunday School period 

beginning on February 12.  Based on the book, "No-Why Kids of all Ages Need to Hear It and Ways Parents Can 

Say It," by David Walsh.  Jill Arbeiter will be presenting the interactive DVD series based on Dr. Walsh's best 

seller.  The course will run for 6-8 weeks and will be held in the 8th grade room.  To assure we have enough 

booklets, RSVP with the church office at 826-3545 or call Jill at 826-2578.   This isn't just for moms.  This will be 

fun and we guarantee you will leave with helpful tools for your parenting role. 

P a r e n t s :   D o  y o u  h a v e  t r o u b l e  s a y i n g  " N o "  

t o  y o u r  c h i l d ?    

The Youth will again be serving Lenten Suppers starting with Ash Wednesday, February 22. 

We are Looking forward to seeing everyone again this year.  

 

The Youth Group would like to invite everyone again this year to our Lenten Suppers. This is a big Fundraiser for 

the Youth Group. We will be serving  starting with Ash Wednesday, February 22. We will start serving at 5:00 pm-

6:30pm. Always serving Punch ,Tea and Coffee. 

menus February 22 Chicken Dressing, Green Beans, Jell-O Dessert (Hot Dogs also). 

           February 29 Mostaccioli, Slaw, Garlic Bread, Dessert 

           March 7 Chicken Pot Pie, Jell-O, Rolls, Dessert ( BBQ Pork Sandwich) 

           March 14 PTL Spaghetti Dinner 

           March 21 Chicken Tetrazzini, Green beans, Jell-O Dessert. (Pizza) 

          March 28 Italian Casserole, Slaw, Garlic Bread, Dessert 

    Easter Breakfast. April 8th Menu in next months letter. 

L e n t e n  S u p p e r  

―Children are a gift from the Lord.   They are a real blessing.‖  Psalm 127:3 
 

It is almost time for Preschool Registration for the 2012-2013 school year.  This registration will take place during the 

week starting Tuesday, February 21-24, 2012 in the school office.  The 3 year-old Preschool class will meet in the 

morning from 8:15-11:15 a.m.  The 4 year-old Preschool class will meet in the afternoon from 11:00 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.  

Both sessions include a daily hot lunch.  The hours for the Extended Care/Early Childhood Room will be 7:00 a.m. – 

5:00 p.m.   
 

Mark your calendar because registration will be on a first come, first serve basis.  Class sizes are 

limited. 
 

    May God bless you – and your little blessing from Heaven. 

P r e s c h o o l  R e g i s t r a t i o n  

CAPPERS (Christian Adults Playing Pinochle Eating Refreshments on Sunday) will meet on Sun-

day, February 19 at 2:00 p.m. to play cards and have a light meal in the Parish Hall.  

C a p p e r s  
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Have You Wondered...?   
   

 Later this month our Lenten services will begin and 
×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ×ÅÅË ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÅÁÒÔÈÌÙ ÌÉÆÅȢ  "ÕÔ ÆÏÒ 
ÎÏ×ȟ )ȭÍ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙ (Å ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎȢ  (ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÒ 
wondered why Jesus was born in a barn?  Surely Mary and 
Joseph prayed for a place to stay in Bethlehem.  Many people 
had come for the census. Even though it was crowded in 
town, lots of ordinary people had places to stay.  Surely God 
would arrange for His own Son to have a room with a bed for 
Mary.  
 About nine months earlier Mary had told the angel 
'ÁÂÒÉÅÌȟ Ȱ) ÁÍ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ ÓÅÒÖÁÎÔȢ  -ÁÙ ÉÔ ÂÅ ÔÏ ÍÅ ÁÓ ÙÏÕ 
ÈÁÖÅ ÓÁÉÄȢȱ  !Ó -ÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ *ÏÓÅÐÈ ×ÅÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÔÏ 
ÈÏÕÓÅ ÈÅÁÒÉÎÇȟ Ȱ)ȭÍ ÓÏÒÒÙȟ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎÙ ÒÏÏÍȟȱ ) ×ÏÎȤ
der if she thought about that statement.  Then finally some-
one offered at least some shelter and privacy in their stable. 
 What a mix of messages Mary and Joseph received.  
Mary, you will give birth to the Son of God, the Messiah!  You 
will be pregnant by power of the Holy Spirit.  The angel 
Gabriel told her this child would have the throne of David and 
he would reign over the whole house of Jacob.  But on the 
day of His birth no house had room for Him! 
 Just before her due date Mary had walked and rid-
den the 80+ mile trip to Bethlehem.  Moms and Dads, remem-
ber the awkwardness and swelling during that last month of 
pregnancy?  You know how uncomfortable Mary must have 
ÂÅÅÎȢ  ) ×ÏÎÄÅÒ ×ÈÅÎ ÈÅÒ ÃÏÎÔÒÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄȢ  )Æ -ÁÒÙȭÓ 
were like mine (this was her first child), she was having them 
the whole day the first day they reached Bethlehem.  Surely 
ÔÈÅÙ ÐÒÁÙÅÄ ÆÏÒ Á ÒÏÏÍȢ  )Æ ÓÏȟ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ×ÁÓ ȰÎÏȟȱ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ 
a different plan.  His Son would be born in a barn with ani-
mals and dust and dirt of all kinds. 
 
)Ô ÃÌÅÁÒÌÙ ×ÁÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÌÁÎ ÆÏÒ *ÅÓÕÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÂÏÒÎ ÔÈÅÒÅȢ  4ÈÅ ÁÎȤ
ÇÅÌ ÔÏÌÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÅÐÈÅÒÄÓ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÆÉÎÄ (ÉÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÉÍÁÌÓȭ 
food trough wrapped in the traditional swaddling cloths.  (I 
wonder where those swaddling cloths came from?  Did Mary 
plan ahead and bring them with her?  Or did someone from 
the house bring them out to her?)  The question still remains: 
Why was Jesus born in a barn?   

 It certainly helped the shepherds identify the 
baby the angel spoke of.  They probably searched Bethle-
hem from manger to manger looking for one with a baby 
in it.  When they found Him, they told Mary and Joseph 
ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÇÅÌȭÓ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÏÒÕÓ ÏÆ ÁÎȤ
gels.  What a high and lofty message to new parents set-
tled in a barn for the night.  Again Mary and Joseph must 
have marveled at the contrast between where they were 
and the message of the shepherds.  As the excited shep-
herds continued to spread the news around Bethlehem 
about the angels and this baby, curious townspeople ven-
tured into the stable.  What a night!  No wonder Mary 
treasured these things and pondered them in her heart.  
(Luke 2:15-19) 
 I believe there are still more reasons God wanted 
*ÅÓÕÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÂÏÒÎ ÉÎ Á ÓÔÁÂÌÅȟ ÂÅÓÉÄÅÓ ÆÕÌÆÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÇÅÌȭÓ 
message.  Because Jesus was born there, we know He can 
identify with us no matter how poor we are, or how lim-
ited our resources.  Do we have very little, almost noth-
ing?  He was born in a stable!  He never owned a house 
and He was buried in a borrowed tomb.  Yet He com-
pletely fulfilled the mission that God gave Him. 
 When we repeatedly experience troubles and 
complications, and so many things seem to be going 
wrong, do we sometimes think that God is far away?  That 
(Å ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÐÌÅÁÓÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓȩ  /Ò ÔÈÁÔ (Å ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÃÁÒÅ ÁÔ ÁÌÌȩ   
This newborn child in the dirty barn with his parents re-
minds us that our circumstances are not a good indicator 
ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÖÉÅ× ÏÆ ÕÓȢ  *ÅÓÕÓ ×ÁÓ ÄÅÁÒÌÙ ÌÏÖÅÄ ÂÙ (ÉÓ &ÁÔÈÅÒ 
and greatly pleased His Father in coming to earth as a 
baby.  
 Thinking of Joseph and Mary and Jesus in that 
barn assures me that God loves me no matter what my 
circumstances seem to indicate.  Jesus in the manger reas-
sures me that I can serve Him well regardless of my in-
ÃÏÍÅ ÏÒ ÓÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÌÉÆÅȢ  )ȭÍ ÇÒÁÔÅÆÕÌ *ÅÓÕÓ ×ÁÓ ×ÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÅ 
so humbled for our sakes as to be born in a barn and laid 
in a manger.  What a testimony of His great love for me 
and for you!              by Myrna Campbell  

We have had a special opportunity to reach out through our 

Prison Ministry with Spanish Bibles. We have a Spanish 

Bible available ð with the Small Catechism, including 390 

Questions and Answers, together in one book!  It is avail-

able from the Lutheran Heritage Foundation.  The cost is $ 

10.00 each, available in cases of 24.   Our current collec-

tion for these bibles has been depleted. If you would like to 

contribute to the purchase of more; please send or bring 

your contributions to the Church Office. 

P r i s o n  M i n i s t r y   



January 30 ñ February 4 Fred Fricke                 

February 6 ñ 11 Steve Stallman           

February 13 ñ 18 Ron Sheely              

February 20 ñ- 25 Larry McDonough   

February 27 ñ March 3 Steve Young   

A l u m i n u m  C a n s  

February 5 Mardell Granger / Charlie Bargman                                     

February 12 Richard Janssen / Lynn Rickenberg                                    

February 19 & 22 Chris Urquhart / Bob Platt                              

February 25 & 28 Tim Lochhead / Tony Young 

R a d i o  

A n n o u n c e r /  

T e c h n i c i a n s    

Tammy Crawford           

Myra Rubach                    

Lori Holcomb                   

Sandy Colvis                         

Terri Franklin                  

Steve & Donna Young             

A l t a r  

G u i l d  

C h u r c h  E - m a i l  
 

Pastor Willigñ pastorwillig@stjohnchester.com    

Pastor Illñpastorill@stjohnchester.com                

Kelly Wallsñ secretary@stjohnchester.com 

 W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e s  

Saturday 6:30 p.m.,  Sunday 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Broadcast on KBDZ 93.1 FM and KSGM 980 AM  

   A c o l y t e s   

Schedule not available at time of printing  

 

U s h e r  T e a m s  

G r e e t e r s  

Sat  February 4       6:30 p.m.   Karen Miller                       

Sun February 5       7:45 a.m.   Jessie Irose                  

                10:00 a.m.   Mildred Young           

Sat  February 11     6:30 p.m.   Wilma Kothe                       

Sun February 12     7:45 a.m.   Barb Fricke                  

                10:00 a.m.   Shirley Roth          

Sat  February 18     6:30 p.m.   Marlene Seymour                      

Sun February 19     7:45 a.m.   Elaine Kattenbraker                 

                10:00 a.m.   June Cash             

Sat  February 25     6:30 p.m.   Karen Surman                       

Sun February 26     7:45 a.m.   Brenda Pautler                 

                10:00 a.m.   Paula Willig                                           

February 4/5 Chris Urquhart                             

February 11/12 Ron Wiebusch                             

February 18/19  Not Available at time of printing                                                 

February 22    Not Available at time of printing                                                                                                         

February 25/26  Not Available at time of printing                                                                                                 

February 29 Not Available at time of printing                                                  

W e e k e n d  

J a n i t o r s  

Sat  February 4       6:30 p.m.  Sydney Korando & Sarah Hecht            

Sun February 5       7:45 a.m.  Christopher Lang & Matt Smith                    

               10:00 a.m.  Autumn Rowold & Sydney Levan               

Sat  February 11     6:30 p.m.  Clayton Richelman & Ashley Wagner                     

Sun February 12     7:45 a.m.  Alyse Bollman & Emily Atchison                   

               10:00 a.m.  Sarah Hecht & Mason Westerman                

Sat  February 18    6:30 p.m.  Stormie Zweigart & Austin Welge                     

Sun February 19    7:45 a.m.  Anastasia Valleroy & Kylie Liefer                   

               10:00 a.m.  Alyssa Hoops & Calvin Clendenin                  

Wed February 22   7:00 p.m.  Ellen Blechle & Jessica Kattenbraker        

Sat  February 25    6:30 p.m.  Miranda Mueller & Sydney Korando                     

Sun February 26    7:45 a.m.  Taylor Dunning & Vanessa Prest                    

               10:00 a.m.  Rachel Walker & Ellen Blechle                    

Wed February 29   7:00 p.m.  Austin Welge & Jaclyn Colvis 

                

C o n t a c t  I n f o r m a t i o n  

Church Office, 302 W. Holmes, Chester, Il 62233                        

Phone 618-826-3545      Phone Meditation 618-826-2135    

Internet Address  www.stjohnchester.com 
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The current balance in the New Facility account is $411,101.59.  Please consider a gift to this fund to 

honor a special person in your life. Maybe your family does something special for Lent.  Why not collect 

the change in your pockets at the end of the day and send this in?  If you are getting a tax refund, why not 

donate it here?  Even if you don't have children enrolled at St. John, help assure that we provide a quality 

Christian education to the children in Chester for many years ahead.   

N e w  F a c i l i t y  
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                                               JESUS LOVES: 

February 

B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

Unscramble the letters in each word to discover the passage.  

Answer will be in next months Epistle.     

UTB SSONLIGED WTIH TTTONNNMEEC SI TRGEA NIGA. ROF EW UTROHGB TONNIHG TONI TSIH WROLD, NDA TI 

SI TRNIECA EW NCA YRRCA TONNIHG UTO. NDA VNIHGA OOFD NDA TRNMIEA TLE SU EB WTTRIHHEE TTONNEC.  

A n s w e r  t o  l a s t  m o n t h s  B i b l e  T r e a s u r e  H u n t :   

He that despiseth his neighbor sinneth: but he that hath mercy on the poor, happy is he. Do they not err that devise 

evil? But mercy and truth shall be to them that devise good. Proverbs 14:21-22 

S c h o o l  M a l l  

Help the school by shopping on-line. If you shop on-line, you can easily help St. John School earn charitable dollars from 

over 200 merchants.  The merchants donate a portion of your purchase to the school.  Follow the directions below to give 

St. John òcreditó for your on-line shopping.  If you have questions, call the school.  Thanks for your support.                       

1)     Visit www.SchoolMall.com,  2)     Select our school (Search by city and state and choose St. John Lutheran School from 

the list.)   3)     Shop  

F e l l o w s h i p  C l u b  

The Fellowship Club will meet on February 28 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Chris and Nancy Urquhart, 1212Opdyke St., Chester, 

IL 62233. 

M o w i n g  b i d s  

Bids are being accepted for the 2012 mowing season of St. Johnõs Cemetery.  Contact Kelly at the church office 

for specifications of mowing requirements.  Bids accepted until March 2 at 4 pm. 

http://www.schoolmall.com/

